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long before. " If there are manifest probabilities of error, the
case must be revised." That was his view. But the National
Army and the National Keligion, as bitter opponents of justice
put it, were one and indivisible on this matter. Militarism and
Jesuitism together, backed by the high society of reaction aod
a large section of the bourgeoisie, constituted a stalwart array
in favour of the perpetuation of injustice. There was literally
scarce a crime of which this combination was not capable rather
than admit that by any possibility a Court Martial on a Jew
captain could go wrong.

The Minister of War, General Billot, the Prime Ministers
Meline and Brisson, generals of high standing such as Mercier,
Boisdeffre, Gon.se, Zurlinden and others, officers of lower rank
and persons connected with them, were gradually mixed up
with and defended such a series of attempted murders, ordered
suicides, wholesale forgeries, defence and decoration of exposed
spies, perjury, misrepresentation and false imprisonment that
the marvel is how France survived such a tornado of turpitude.
Clemenceau little knew what it would all lead to when, by no
means claiming that Dreyfus was innocent, he and Scheurer-
Kestner and Zola an,d Jaures, and all honest Eadicals and
Socialists, demanded that, even if Dreyfus were guilty, he could
not have been legally condemned on false evidence and forged
documents : the latter never having been communicated to
his counsel. It was on this ground that Clemenceau demanded
a revision of the trial.

But quite early in the fray the defenders of the Court Martial
became desperate in their determination that the matter
should never be thoroughly investigated. The honour of the
army was at stake. Colonel Picquart, a man of the highest
credit and capacity, comes to the conclusion in the course of
his official inspection of documents at headquarters that the
incriminating paper on which Dreyfus was condemned, but
which he was never allowed to see, was not in his handwriting
at all, but in that of Major Esterhazy, an officer disliked and
distrusted by all fellow-officers with whom he had served.
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